Handicap Series – 2K and 800m
Hints for competitors and Safety Briefing: 
Hints
1) Make a note of your Heat time and leave the staging in good time to row up.  If you are late for the start, the starter cannot wait for you and you will not get timed.
Remember your own “Off At” time. You will need to know when to start as the starter counts the seconds.
2) Marshaling at the 2K Start is on the north side of the river, upstream of the start and before the railway bridge.  Please leave room for others to pass upstream and try to group up with others in your heat.
3) Marshaling at the 800 m start – south side of the river in the big corner. Be aware that scullers going up to the 2K start will need to navigate past you.
Safety Briefing
1) The river is open; the Parks Victoria flag system is used to control traffic, but you must keep a good lookout.  This is not a closed course.

2) Normal Yarra River traffic rules apply.  Row up along the south bank, taking care if you are in an early 2K heat to avoid the tub boats waiting for their start near the 800m.  Once rowing in your heat you should be on north or centre station.  Remember that other traffic may be coming upstream.

3) Particularly watch for upstream traffic between Punt Road and Morrell Bridge, do not cut the corner.  Be careful of the ferry pontoon on the north bank just after you pass through Swan Street Bridge.
4) If you are being overtaken during your event, keep to the north side of the river.  Use the north arch of Swan Street Bridge if being overtaken in a “bunch”.
5) Once you pass the Judges’ Box, if you are coming into the staging, continue downstream and through Princes Bridge before turning.  If you are rowing back upstream you may turn with caution once you are past the Judges’ Box.

6) If you fall into the river at any stage and have difficulty getting back into your boat, seek assistance from passing scullers and/or signal one of the marshals.  The rescue boat will attend if necessary.  Similarly, if you pass another sculler who appears to be in difficulties, stop and assist.  (This obviously does not include the simple discomfort they are experiencing because you overtook them.)
